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Faganel builds tight, right

After building houses in Colorado,
David Faganel knows conservative
Midwestern buyers are not quite as
eco-savvas buyers in the West. But,
we're getting there. And, Faganel's
Batavia-based company, R.A. Faganel
Builders, is ready.

"Especially with the high utility bills
we've had, Midwestern buyers are
more likely than before to want hous-
es that are energy-efficient," says
Faganel, the company president. "So
we developed what we call the
Millennium III house (standard),
which has a HERS [Home Energy
Rating System] rating of 62. That's

better than a typical Energy Star-rated house, which is 85. Off the grid is 0."

Faganel Builders guarantees a home buyer will pay less than $100 a month to heat his house during the first two
years. Its smallest model, the 3,000-square-foot Windsor, has a guarantee that the heating bill won't exceed $49
a month.

The key is building a tight house, explains Faganel. Before he hands the house keys over to the buyer, the com-
pany conducts a blower-door test to locate air leaks, an infrared camera test that shows "hot spots" where heat
escapes through insulation gaps and a duct-blaster test that finds air holes in the ductwork. Then, the Faganel crew
fixes the holes and gaps before the house closes.

Because Faganel's standards are high, his subcontractors learn to do it right the first time, or they will have to go
back and fix it before closing, says Faganel. "That weeds out the subs who start out by saying, 'But, I've been
doing it this way for 50 years,' " says Faganel.

Faganel Builders' target market is the move-up buyer who wants a house in the $300,000 to $600,000 range. Its
signature house, says Faganel, has a traditional, partial-brick exterior and an open interior. Its current develop-
ments are Coventry Hills in Batavia, Tall Oaks in Elgin, Tanner Trails in North Aurora and Autumn Gate in
Oswego. Buyers choose from a set of floor plans, then request alterations to fit their lifestyles.

Faganel also builds townhouses. Its newest multifamily development is River Woods in North Aurora. These
range from 1,433 to 2,140 square feet and are priced from $269,000 to $369,900. They meet the same Millennium
III standard as Faganel Builders' single-family houses do.

Faganel Builders was founded in Wheaton in1964 by David's father, Robert, who is now retired. After collecting
a degree in construction management, then building houses in Colorado for nine years, David joined his father in
1989. By then, the company had moved west to the Fox Valley and its houses had grown from Robert's original
split-levels.

"Now, we have some buyers who are in their third Faganel houses," he says.

Over the years he has seen buyers' wish lists evolve. Now, his buyers want 9-foot ceilings, second staircases,
three-car garages, home offices, roughed-in bathrooms in basements so they can finish them later, walk-in clos-
ets, extra-large kitchens with islands and master bedroom suites that serve as adult getaways. Amenities that were
hot a few years ago but have since fallen off his buyers' radar screens include two-story family rooms, multiple
fireplaces and living rooms. The formal dining room is a wild card, says Faganel; some buyers ditch it, while oth-
ers keep it as a status symbol, even if they don't plan to use it.

Although it isn't as flashy as features such as granite countertops, Faganel says buyers appreciate his houses'
healthy indoor air quality. To achieve this, the company uses whole-house air exchangers, anti-bacteria filtration
systems and humidifiers with anti-microbial water pads.

Other than a childhood dream of running a sports team, Faganel says he was hard-wired to become a home
builder.

"One of my earliest memories was handing out brochures to buyers at Dad's models," he recalls. "When a house
sold, Dad told me I sold it, and I believed him!"

Now, says Faganel, he realizes surviving in this business means more than being a good salesman. It means
"being imaginative, forward-thinking and believing in continuing ed."

For motivation, Faganel reads presidential biographies. From Doris Kearns Goodwin's "Team of Rivals: The
Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln," he says he learned "how Lincoln had to keep his eye on the big picture,
despite opposition and challenges. That applies to building, too. There will always be changes in building codes,
land costs and impact fees. But we'll always need housing.

"My pet peeve is people who are perfectly happy with the status quo. There's no perfect house. But our goal is
to keep moving in that direction."

Faganel Builders has been building energy-efficient, green homes since 1991.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Courier
    /Courier-Bold
    /Courier-BoldOblique
    /Courier-Oblique
    /Helvetica
    /Helvetica-Bold
    /Helvetica-BoldOblique
    /Helvetica-Oblique
    /Symbol
    /Times-Bold
    /Times-BoldItalic
    /Times-Italic
    /Times-Roman
    /ZapfDingbats
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 400
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.25
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 400
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.25
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /CropColorImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on 'Valassis PDF options'] )
  >>
  /DetectCurves 0.100000
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveFlatness false
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


